PUERTO RICO

General

Puerto Rico - officially the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and briefly

San Juan called Porto Rico - is an unincorporated territory of the United States

located in the northeast Caribbean Sea. An archipelago among the

g Greater Antilles, Puerto Rico includes the main island of Puerto Rico and

| anumber of smaller ones. Puerto Rico has an area of 0.91 Mha (million

hectares) with, in 2022, a population of 3.25 million, or 3.6 persons per
ha (Wikipedia and United Nations, 2022).

Climate and geography

Source: esri

The climate of Puerto Rico is tropical rainforest. Temperatures are warm to hot year round, averaging
near 29 °C in lower elevations. The average temperature throughout the year is 28 °C, with an average
minimum temperature of 19 °C and maximum of 30 °C. Daily temperature changes seasonally are quite
small in the lowlands and coastal areas. The temperature in the South is usually a few degrees higher
than the North. Between the dry and wet season, there is a temperature change of around 3.3 °C. This is
mainly due to the warm waters of the tropical Atlantic Ocean, which significantly modify cooler air
moving in from the North and Northwest. Easterly trade winds pass across the island year round. The
rainy season stretches from April into November. The average annual precipitation is 1,690 mm (source:
Wikipedia).

The island is mostly mountainous with large coastal areas in the North and South. The main
mountain range is called The Central Range (La Cordillera Central).

Existing polders
The Group Polder Development (1982) mentions that the Guanica Lagoon (400 ha) is a shallow

depression near the Eastern end of the Lajas Valley. By that time irrigation and drainage works were
constructed to promote agricultural development (Figure 1).

- = WX X
!mn :n:‘;_‘ % LT :J. G g AN DE \ ‘; { \ AEI‘\A@('H“ N
w BN ! y ("'h—-g = g o ! \ )y
it m"“‘ e | Wy = \\‘,‘ W ¥ N u J A
AN .\ £ 17 ¢ J Tl 1 — - '.\ t 2 )
R " {guanaiy \ \_ TORRE \;P' il = o 2
L P p 5 AL 1y
= ’-._7\ - % s Malro Yila Pcs \. N b= 3 AL < X )
Lpdn - ~—.E q—\".ﬂ'..,, o | - \ ' o g \ Al ;
B T L=~ - by loe ey |91 HAL Pe “_/ = 4
iaon oy monsg TELP S s : CAMAGH 3305 §
P . 1 A P, A q )
.{\—,. - '\JA (\HRTI!\ 3 £ 'S 5 \ .' = _“_, 7
- ) Lt "-\ e, A 2\.4 il o worry
\ ucg
El Anegado v £ ek ikca
| [ = . Old Lagum SOA BAJ ;’ ?: L
BANA | YEGUAS Guanica \L.-‘v
P g, { A R\t} N SUSTUA BATA . f A
. ] A > s i L 3 A Fuiomai | BacnasT7 }
= : , as /it <} = L _/ | s ~ o
4 ol P ! Py 2
X g [CANG ! \ rd
MRGUERA { i | BARINA
= v
( N | !
{ fuee) g CIENAGR ! . o \ Ve
e I 1
\-___ | o . a |
% e .
ey, ; -5\
- , A > 13 P Timcal l ) ARENER ‘T
sla Muguey v b - f & - iou_JUERL) 1
sla Matei ™, j’““w‘, b / 1 p ‘“ %..?/ . >
_ #Cayo Collado ¢, 3 0, MONTALVA Z o o = <
T les  Mata Seca Pia|Pefiones % /W \\ 4
Enricue__~ Puerto Quija \ % .2
P e 4 3 ¢ u.m.. .n 5 ’
‘ ~ Pl e
" L N
Ensenada s da Cafk | G
L Parda
0 2.5 su ’GWRF‘
puBme | Engineern

Figure 1. Location of the polder area in the Former Guanica Lagoon (GM-Morris Engineereng, 2011)

General characteristics of the polders in Puerto Rico are shown in Table 1.



Proposed polders
No proposed polders could be identified.
Location of the polders in Puerto Rico as shown on the World polder map

The locations of the polders in Puerto Rico are shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Location of the polders in Puerto Rico (source: esri — Batavialand)
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Table 1. General characteristics of existing polders in Puerto Rico

. . . . Elevation
ES
Name Reclamation Area in ha Type *) Latitudes Longitudes in m+MSL Land use

Polder(s) in Guanica Lagoon 1955 DL 18°01'N 66° 59' W 5 agriculture

Total

*) RLL = reclaimed low-lying land; LGS = land gained on the sea; DL = drained lake




